
School Response to 
Immigration 
Enforcement Activity



Legal Requirement: Limit Immigration 
Enforcement at Schools

• Seattle Public Schools (SPS) has a legal obligation to 
educate all students residing within district boundaries 
regardless of immigration status or national origin. 
State laws also require public schools in Washington to 
limit immigration enforcement to the fullest extent 
possible under other applicable laws. 



Legal Requirement:
Only authorized persons may enter schools

Any person seeking to enter a school must identify 
themselves, be authorized to enter by school staff, and must 
comply with all District policies, procedures, and school rules 
while on school property. 

SPS does not consent to federal immigration authorities, 
including Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), 
accessing its school facilities except when required by law 



Legal Requirement:
No Direct Access to Student Information

School principals and other school staff shall not grant 
immigration authorities access to any information, student, or 
school facility without prior approval from the General 
Counsel's office.



What staff will do if Immigration 
Enforcement Comes to School

Deny Immediate 
Building Access. 

01
Direct the 
Individual to the 
Principal or 
Designee.

02
Do Not Share 
Information.  

03



What Principal 
Bruno or her 

designee will do
If Immigration 
Enforcement 

Comes to 
School

Communicate with the Immigration 
Authority outside the building

Collect Credentials 

Request a Copy of the Court Order or 
Judicial Warrant 

Forward the Documentation for Legal 
Review. 

Await Guidance from the General 
Counsel's Office. 



What we’ll do if:
Reports or Rumors of Off-Campus Immigration Enforcement Activity 
Near Schools

Inform the principal or 
their designee

1
Consult: Safety and 
Security will convene a 
411-Response Team 
when circumstances 
necessitate. 

2
Assess: Identify safety 
concerns and 
determine appropriate 
response with 411-
Response Team 

3
Respond: Shelter in 
place and/or continue 
to monitor

4

*The principal is always Incident Commander for Emergencies and will direct any
 immediate necessary action in an emergency



Talking to 
Children 

about 
Immigration 

Enforcement



Talking to 
Children 

about 
Immigration 

Enforcement
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